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^ And crucify poor Shakespear once a week.y J
For thee I dim. these eyes, and stuff this head,            165

With all such reading as was never read;
For thee supplying, in the worst of days,
Notes to dull books, and prologues to dull plays;

164. And crucify poor Shakespear once a weeK\ For some time, once a week or
fortnight, he printed in Mis?& Journal a single remark or poor conjecture on
some word or pointing of Shakespear, </75pfl-^> either in his own name, or in
letters to himself as from others without name. Upon these somebody made this
Epigram,
'Tis generous Tibald! in thee and thy brothers,
To help us thus to read the works of others:
Never for this can just returns be shown;
For who will help us e'er to read thy own?
(17394-42. Only two letters in Theobald's name on the subject of Shakespeare
had appeared in Mist's Journal before the publication of the Dunciad.y
He since publish'd an Edition of Shakespeare with numerous alterations of
the Text, upon bare Conjectures, either of his own, or of any others who sent
them to him. To which Mr. M. <Mallet> alludes in those Verses of his very
fine poem on that occasion (On Verbal Criticism).
He with low Industry goes gleaning on,
From good, from bad, from mean, neglecting none:
His brother Bookworm so, on shelf or stall,
Will feed alike on Woolston or on Paul. . .
Such the grave Bird in Northern Seas is found
(Whose name a Dutchman only knows to sound)
Where'er the King of fish moves on before,
This humble friend attends from shore to shore;
With eye still earnest, and with bill declin'd,
He picks up what his Patron drops behind;
With such choice cates his palate to regale,
And is the careful Tibbald of a Whale.
^735a~4s- *n the Preface to his Shakespeare (1733) Theobald acknowledges
the assistance he had received from various scholars, including "my most in-
genious and ever-respected Friend, the Reverend Mr. William Warburton/*
Sec J. Nichols, Lit. III., ii 730 ff.>
166. With all such reading as was never read] Such as Caxton above-mentioned,
the three destructions of Troy by Wynkin, and other like classicks.
168. Notes to dull books, and prologues to dull plays'} As to Cook's Hesiod, where
sometimes a note, and sometimes even half a note, are carefully owned by
him: And to Moore's Comedy of the Rival Modes, and other authors of the same
rank: These were people who writ about the year 1726. <James Moore Smythe's